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Subject:  "QUESTIONS  ABOUT  I'ARCISSUS  AID  OTHER  BULB  FLAKES."    Information  from  the 
Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 

— ooOoo — 

Several  questions  have  come  in  lately  about  planting  bulbs,  —  bulbs  in 
general,  Christmas  narcissus,  daffodils,  and  tulips.    As  September  is  the  month  in 
most  regions  for  planting  the  garden  bulbs  that  flower  in  the  spring,  we  can  take 
all  those  questions  together  to  the  plant  scientists  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of 
Agriculture. 

First,  let's  look  at  the  letter  from  the  woman  who  wants  to  plant  some  bulbs 
for  Christmas  gifts.    "How  long  before  Christmas  should  I  start  Paperwhites  to  be 
ready  for  the  holidays?    And  when  do  I  take  them  out  of  the  dark?" 

The  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  says  that  as  Paperwhite  narcissus  will  root  in 
about  half  the  time  needed  by  the  Datch  varieties  of  daffodils,  you  can  start  them 
the  last  of  September,  keep  them  in  the  cool,  dark,  cellar  until  about  December  1, 
and  have  good  blooms  on  them  by  Christmas. 

"Make  haste  slowly,"  these  scientists  say.    That  is,  give  the  bulbs  plenty 
of  time  to  develop  good  roots,  and  change  them  very  gradually  from  the  cellar  to 
warmer,  lighter  rooms.    Move  them  first  to  a  semi-light  place-  a  corner  of  the 
living-room  away  from  the  window,  perhaps.    Don't  subject  the  plants  to  strong  hot 
sunlight  all  at  once.    And  watch  the  temperature  and  humidity  of  the  room  where  you 
place  them. 

You  can  plant  Paperwhites  in  earth,  in  coconut  fiber,  moss,  pebbles,  coarse 
sand,  or  in  glass  artificial  pebbles  or  washed  anthracite  coal.    If  you  use  pebbles 
or  subtitutes  for  pebbles,  take  care  to  keep  the  water  level  in  the  bowl  barely  up 
to  the  base  of  the  bulbs.    Put  a  few  pieces  of  charcoal  in  the  bottom  of  the  bowl. 


If  you  plant  your  narcissus  in  fiber  or  moss, pack  the  material  tightly  around 
e  bulbs  to  keep  them  in  position.    Then  fill  the  bowl  with  water  and  invert  it 
over  your  hand  to  drain  out  most  of  the  water.    Do  this  about  once  a  week.    Keep  the 
bowls  in  the  cellar  where  the  temperature  is  about  50-55  degrees,  for  8  weeks.  So 
much  for  planting  narcissus  indoors. 

Early  planting  of  all  bulbs,  such  as  narcissus,  tulips,  iris,  or  crocus,  is 
better  than  late  planting.    Then  the  bulbs  will  develop  a  good  root  system  before 
cold  weather  begins.    In  the  northern  part  of  the  country,  they  say,  have  the  bulbs 
in  the  ground  by  the  last  of  September.    In  the  latitude  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  plant 
in  late  September  or  early  October.    Even  in  the  Southern  States,  don't  delay  plant- 
ing beyond  the  last  of  October. 

Where  winters  are  very  severe,  put  a  2  to  4  inch  mulch  of  straw,  hay,  or 
leaves  over  the  bulbs  right  after  the  ground  freezes,  and  take  it  off  in  the  spring 
as  soon  as  the  first  growth  appears  aboveground. 

This  question  brings  us  to  another  one  about  how  bulbs  should  be  planted. 
Plant  them  in  rows,  so  you  can  control  the  weeds  easily,  and  also  cut  blooms  for  the 
house.    If  the  bulbs  are  part  of  a  border,  plant  them  in  clumps,  with  varieties  kept 
separate.    Crocus  and  daffodils  look  attractive  when  planted  in  grassy  plots  near 
trees. 

■  Plant  all  bulbs  in  soil  that  has  been  dug  and  thoroughly  pulverized  to  a 

depth  of  at  least  12  inches.    Use  fertilizer  if  the  soil  needs  it.    On  acid  soils 
tulips  do  best  when  you  add  lime-  about  2  to  4  pounds  for  each  60  square  feet.  As 
to  how  deep  to  plant  tulip  and  daffodil  bulbs,-  that  depends  on  the  type  of  soil. 
In  heavier  soils  you  can  plant  nearer  the  surface,  in  light  sandy  soils  a  little 
deeper.    In  planting  hyacinths  or  narcissus  bulbs  out  of  doors,  set  them  with  the 
tops  4  inches  below  the  surface.    Press  the  soil  firmly  around  each  bulb.  Don't 
make  the  mistake  of  pressing  the  bulb  into  the  soil. 
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Now  for  a  last  question  on  a  slightly  different  garden  subject.     "How  do  you 
make  a  compost  pile?" 

Start  your  compost  pile  in  some  out  of  the  way  place  in  the  garden,  near  a 
source  of  water  for  wetting  it  down.    Select  a  low  spot  where  the  compost  will  not 
leach  away.    You  are  going  to  collect  manure,  sod,  leaf  mold,  peat,  and  soil,  in  a 
proportion  of  1  part  fresh  cattle  or  horse  manure  to  2  parts  of  sod,  soil,  and  other 
materials.    You  can  use  much  less  dried  cattle  or  sheep  manure,  or  poultry  manure- 
about  1  part  to  5  or  7  -parts  of  sod  or  soil.    Pile  the  materials  in  layers  as  you 
get  them,  and  keep  them  quite  moist  so  they  will  decompose  well.    Turn  with  a  pitch- 
fork at  frequent  intervals  during  the  fall  and  winter. 

If  you  have  autumn  leaves  from  healthy  trees  you  can  save  them  to  add  to  your 
compost  pile,  "but  they  must  lie  for  2  or  3  years  "before  you  use  them.    Build  a 
rectangular  pile  of  leaves  and  add  several  handful s  of  sulphate  of  ammonia  to  each 
6  inch  layer.    Tramp  the  leaves  down  and  soak  them  with  water  as  you  "build  the  pile, 
keep  a  little  hollow  in  the  center  to  hold  water. 

The  difference  "between  compost  and  soil  for  seed-beds  and  potting  is  that  the 
compost  contains  more  fertilizing  materials.    You  use  a  little  of  the  compost  as  a 
top  dressing  in  the  hills  when  you  plant  your  spring  garden.    You  can  use  it  under 
the  rows  of  almost  all  vegetable  crops. 

That  finishes  up  the  questions  for  today. 
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